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Vehicles in Hazardous Fire Areas 

4442 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person shall use, operate,
or allow to be used or operated, any internal combustion engine which uses
hydrocarbon fuels on any forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered
land unless the engine is equipped with a spark arrester, as defined in subdivision (c),
maintained in effective working order or the engine is constructed, equipped, and
maintained for the prevention of fire pursuant to Section 4443. 

(b) Spark arresters affixed to the exhaust system of engines or vehicles subject to
this section shall not be placed or mounted in such a manner as to allow flames or heat
from the exhaust system to ignite any flammable material. 

(c) A spark arrester is a device constructed of nonflammable materials specifically
for the purpose of removing and retaining carbon and other flammable particles over
0.0232 of an inch in size from the exhaust flow of an internal combustion engine that
uses hydrocarbon fuels or which is qualified and rated by the United States Forest
Service.

(d) Engines used to provide motive power for trucks, truck tractors, buses, and
passenger vehicles, except motorcycles, are not subject to this section if the exhaust
system is equipped with a muffler as defined in the Vehicle Code. 

(e) Turbocharged engines are not subject to this section if all exhausted gases pass
through the rotating turbine wheel, there is no exhaust bypass to the atmosphere, and
the turbocharger is in effective mechanical condition. 

(f) Motor vehicles when being operated in an organized racing or competitive event
upon a closed course are not subject to this section if the event is conducted under the
auspices of a recognized sanctioning body and by permit issued by the fire protection
authority having jurisdiction. 

(Amended Ch. 1333, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
Notification of Spark Arrester Requirement 

4442.5 No person shall sell, offer for sale, lease, or rent to any person any internal
combustion engine subject to Section 4442 or 4443, and not subject to Section 13005 of
the Health and Safety Code, unless the person provides a written notice to the
purchaser or bailee, at the time of sale or at the time of entering into the lease or rental
contract, stating that it is a violation of Section 4442 or 4443 to use or operate the
engine on any forest-covered, brush-covered, or grass-covered land unless the engine
is equipped with a spark arrester, as defined in Section 4442, maintained in effective
working order or the engine is constructed, equipped, and maintained for the
prevention of fire pursuant to Section 4443. 

(Amended Ch. 1333, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
Vehicle and Vessel Violation Within State Park System 

5008 (a) The department shall protect the state park system and the state
vehicular recreation area and trail system from damage and preserve the peace
therein. 

(b) The director may designate any officer or employee of the department as a peace
officer. The primary duties of the peace officer shall be the enforcement of this division,
Sections 4442 and 4442.5, the rules and regulations of the department, Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 650) of Division 3 of the Harbors and Navigation Code, the
rules and regulations of the Department of Boating and Waterways, Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 9850) of Division 3.5 of the Vehicle Code, and Division 16.5
(commencing with Section 38000) of the Vehicle Code and to arrest persons for the
commission of public offenses within the property under its jurisdiction. The authority
and powers of the peace officer shall be limited to those conferred by law upon peace
officers listed in Section 830.2 of the Penal Code. 

(c) The department shall protect property included in the California recreational
trail system and the property included in the recreational trail system under Section
6 of Chapter 1234 of the Statutes of 1980 from damage and preserve the peace therein.
The primary duties of any officer or employee designated a peace officer under this
section shall include enforcement of the rules and regulations established by the
department under subdivision (l) of Section 6 of Chapter 1234 of the Statutes of 1980
and the arrest of persons for the commission of public offenses within the property
included in the recreational trail system under Section 6 of Chapter 1234 of the
Statutes of 1980. 

(d) Any person who violates the rules and regulations established by the



§21190 PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE A-337
department is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding 90 days, or by a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment, except that at the
time a particular action is commenced, the judge may, considering the
recommendation of the prosecuting attorney, reduce the charged offense from a
misdemeanor to an infraction. Any person convicted of the offense after such a
reduction shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(Amended Ch. 1027, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.) 
5008.5 In any prosecution charging a violation within any unit of the state park

system of the rules and regulations of the department, the provisions of Section 267 or
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 650) of Division 3 of the Harbors and Navigation
Code, or the rules and regulations of the Department of Navigation and Ocean
Development, proof by the people of the State of California that the vehicle or vessel
described in the complaint was parked or placed in violation of any provision of such
statutes or rules and regulations together with proof that the defendant named in the
complaint was, at the time of such parking or placing, the registered owner of the
vehicle or vessel, shall constitute prima facie evidence that the registered owner of the
vehicle or vessel was the person who parked or placed the vehicle or vessel at the point
where, and for the time during which, the violation occurred, but such proof that a
person is the registered owner of a vehicle or vessel is not prima facie evidence that
such person has violated any other provision of law. The above provisions shall apply
only when there has been compliance with the procedure required by Section 41103 of
the Vehicle Code. 

Proof of a written lease of, or rental agreement for, a particular vehicle or vessel
described in the complaint, on the date and time of such violation, which lease or rental
agreement includes the name and address of the person to whom the vehicle or vessel
is leased or rented, shall rebut the prima facie evidence that the registered owner was
the person who parked or placed the vehicle at the time and place where the violation
occurred. 

Any charge under this section shall be dismissed when the person charged has made
a bona fide sale or transfer of the vehicle or vessel and has delivered possession thereof
to the purchaser and has complied with the requirements of subdivision (a) or (b) of
Section 5602 of the Vehicle Code or with Section 710 of the Harbors and Navigation
Code prior to the date of the alleged violation and has advised the court of the name
and address of the purchaser. 

(Amended Ch. 1184, Stats. 1970. Effective Nov. 23, 1970.) 
California Environmental Protection Program 

21190 There is in this state the California Environmental Protection Program,
which shall be concerned with the preservation and protection of California’s
environment. In this connection, the Legislature hereby finds and declares that, since
the inception of the program pursuant to the Marks-Badham Environmental
Protection and Research Act, the Department of Motor Vehicles has, in the course of
issuing environmental license plates, consistently informed potential purchasers of
those plates, by means of a detailed brochure, of the manner in which the program
functions, the particular purposes for which revenues from the issuance of those plates
can lawfully be expended, and examples of particular projects and programs that have
been financed by those revenues. Therefore, because of this representation by the
Department of Motor Vehicles, purchasers come to expect and rely that the moneys
paid by them will be expended only for those particular purposes, which results in an
obligation on the part of the state to expend the revenues only for those particular
purposes. 

Accordingly, all funds expended pursuant to this division shall be used only to
support identifiable projects and programs of state agencies, cities, cities and counties,
counties, districts, the University of California, private nonprofit environmental and
land acquisition organizations, and private research organizations which have a
clearly defined benefit to the people of the State of California and which have one or
more of the following purposes:

(a) The control and abatement of air pollution, including all phases of research into
the sources, dynamics, and effects of environmental pollutants.

(b) The acquisition, preservation, restoration, or any combination thereof, of
natural areas or ecological reserves.

(c) Environmental education, including formal school programs and informal public
education programs. The State Department of Education may administer moneys
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appropriated for these programs, but shall distribute not less than 90 percent of
moneys appropriated for the purposes of this subdivision to fund environmental
education programs of school districts, other local schools, state agencies other than
the State Department of Education, and community organizations. Not more than 10
percent of the moneys appropriated for environmental education may be used for State
Department of Education programs or defraying administrative costs.

(d) Protection of nongame species and threatened and endangered plants and
animals.

(e) Protection, enhancement, and restoration of fish and wildlife habitat and related
water quality, including review of the potential impact of development activities and
land use changes on that habitat.

(f) The purchase, on an opportunity basis, of real property consisting of sensitive
natural areas for the state park system and for local and regional parks.

(g) Reduction or minimization of the effects of soil erosion and the discharge of
sediment into the waters of the Lake Tahoe region, including the restoration of
disturbed wetlands and stream environment zones, through projects by the California
Tahoe Conservancy and grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal
agencies, and nonprofit organizations.

(Amended Ch. 821, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.)
21191 (a) The California Environmental License Plate Fund which supersedes

the California Environmental Protection Program Fund is continued in existence in
the State Treasury, and consists of the moneys deposited in the fund pursuant to any
provision of law. The Legislature shall establish the amount of fees for environmental
license plates, which shall not be less than forty dollars ($40) for the issuance or
twenty-five dollars ($25) for the renewal of an environmental license plate.

(b) The Controller shall transfer from the California Environmental License Plate
Fund to the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund the amount
appropriated by the Legislature for the reimbursement of costs incurred by the
Department of Motor Vehicles in performing its duties pursuant to Sections 5004,
5004.5, and 5022 and Article 8.5 (commencing with Section 5100) of Chapter 1 of
Division 3 of the Vehicle Code. The reimbursement from the California Environmental
License Plate Fund shall only include those additional costs which are directly
attributable to any additional duties or special handling necessary for the issuance,
renewal, or retention of the environmental license plates.

(c) The Controller shall transfer to the post fund of the Veterans’ Home of
California, established pursuant to Section 1047 of the Military and Veterans Code, all
revenue derived from the issuance of prisoner of war special license plates pursuant to
Section 5101.5 of the Vehicle Code less the administrative costs of the Department of
Motor Vehicles in that regard.

(d) The Director of Motor Vehicles shall certify the amounts of the administrative
costs of the Department of Motor Vehicles in subdivision (c) to the Controller.

(e) The balance of the moneys in the California Environmental License Plate Fund
shall be available for expenditure only for the exclusive trust purposes specified in
Section 21190, upon appropriation by the Legislature. However, all moneys derived
from the issuance of commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license plates in the
California Environmental License Plate Fund shall be used only for capital outlay
purposes.

(f) All proposed appropriations for the program shall be summarized in a section in
the Governor’s Budget for each fiscal year and shall bear the caption “California
Environmental Protection Program.” The section shall contain a separate description
of each project for which an appropriation is made. All such appropriations shall be
made to the department performing the project and accounted for separately.

(g) The budget the Governor presents to the Legislature pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution shall include, as proposed
appropriations for the California Environmental Protection Program, only projects
and programs recommended for funding by the Secretary of the Resources Agency
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 21193. The Secretary of the Resources Agency
shall consult with the Secretary for Environmental Protection before making any
recommendations to fund projects pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 21190.

(Amended Ch. 821, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.)
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